
 
 

UK Obstacle Sports Federation Ltd t/a British Obstacle Sports 

2025 Annual General Meeting (AGM) Minutes 

Date: September 6th 2025 

Location: Zoom 

In Attendance:  
 
Voting Members: 
Alan Moore, Alison Ewers, Alex Young, Ali Hay, Anthony Spalding, Becky Neal, Beth 
Lodge, Carisma Baskeyfield, Dasos Gonnella, Dave Peters, Dawn Jolleys, Doug 
Pepper, Emily Young, Encarni Cascales, Emma Kirkwood, Emma McCrea, Harsha 
Burton, Henry Cookey, James Burton, Jamie Gane, Jo Dulson-Cox, Laura Baskeyfield, 
Linsey Young, Megan Tranter, Michelle Carney, Paul Brenton, Ramunus Uikys, Reece 
Sanders, Rob Shapland, Shahedur Rohman, Tads Ciecierski-Holmes, Tamar Barclay, 
Teresa Goddard, Tim Crangle, Tim Rolfe, Tracy Morrow, Victoria Welsby, Wendy 
Brothers. 
 
Non-Voting Members: 
Cameron Young, Izzy Young, Jake Jolleys, Jayan Burton, Maimie McCrea, Miraya 
Burton, Oliver Stenhouse 
 
Guests: 
Ben Holliss, Catherine Stenhouse, Claire Jones, Paula Bourner, Tom Petryshen 
 
Apologies:  
Andrew Smart, Bea Wood, Charlotte Jewell, Damien Jenkins, Dan Rose, Erika Poole, 
Justin Jones, Karen Glasse, Keith Clarke, Kimberley Harvey, Laura Heywood, Luke 
Allen, Martin Olivant, Mike Mussard, Nick Sullivan, Nicola Crangle, Paul Ellis, Prof. Mike 
Loosemore, MBE, Sam Gascoigne, Sancha Martin, Sarah Solomon, Shaun 
Brooks-Gallop, Tim Kirk, Tommy Matthews, Wayne King 
 

1.​ Welcome & Introduction 
 
1.1.​ The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed all individuals in 

attendance. 
1.2.​ The Chair outlined ‘house-keeping’ for the meeting 
1.3.​ Quorum  



1.3.1.​ The Chair reported that the meeting was quorate and ready to 
begin.  

1.4.​  
 

2.​ Resolutions  

2.1.​ Voting procedures were outlined and it was confirmed that: 

2.1.1.​ All eligible members were sent ballot details to their registered 
email addresses in order to vote.  

2.1.2.​ This was the only way to vote, and once a ballot was cast it 
could not be changed. 

2.1.3.​ Associated details for each resolution were sent in advance of 
the meeting to eligible members’ registered email addresses. 

2.1.4.​ A process for voting if there were any technical difficulties was 
outlined. 

2.1.5.​ Voting members had until 7:30pm on September 6th 2025 to 
cast their ballot. 

2.1.6.​ The following information was compiled after the close of the 
ballot and is included for completeness. 

2.2.​ Turnout  

2.2.1.​ 159 votes (16% of eligible members). 

2.3.​ Resolution 1 - Approve the minutes of the British Obstacle Sports AGM 
held on June 29th, 2024 made available to all members 

2.3.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.3.2.​ Results: 

2.3.2.1.​ Yes: 98.56% 
2.3.2.2.​ Abstentions: 20 

 
2.4.​ Resolution 2 - Approve the British Obstacle Sports financial accounts for 

the financial year 2024/25 

2.4.1.​ A specific query was raised in an email from Sarah Solomon 
about an equipment cost (around £700). The response was that 
this was related to customs/tax charges that landed in the next 
financial year, tied to previously purchased Toroz equipment, 
and that the equipment is available to licensed events and 
training centres. 

2.4.2.​ No other questions were asked. 
2.4.3.​ Results: 

2.4.3.1.​ Yes: 99.32% 
2.4.3.2.​ Abstentions: 11 



 
2.5.​ Resolution 3 - Adopt and approve the updated Articles of Association 

of UKOSF Limited made available to all members 

2.5.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.5.2.​ Results: 

2.5.2.1.​ Yes: 98.66% 
2.5.2.2.​ Abstentions: 10 

 
2.6.​ Resolution 4 - Authorise the Board to work towards integration of FISO & 

UIPM under the stated conditions (see full resolution text) 

2.6.1.​ The full resolution text was as follows: Members of British 
Obstacle Sports authorise the Board of Directors to participate in 
and work towards the integration of Fédération Internationale 
de Sports d’Obstacles (FISO/World Obstacle) into the Union 
Internationale de Pentathlon Moderne (UIPM) based on the 
following conditions: 

●​ Obstacle course racing (OCR) and ninja must retain their 
independence as distinct sports within the UIPM structure. 

●​ OCR and ninja must have representation at the UIPM 
Executive Board level. 

●​ The international federation resulting from integration 
must reflect and preserve the identity of all sports under 
its governance, including OCR and ninja. 

A further vote of British Obstacle Sports members will be held on 
the final integration plan, which must demonstrate that the 
protections outlined above are in place to safeguard the 
independence and identity of OCR and ninja. Subject to this 
vote, British Obstacle Sports may vote on the dissolution of World 
Obstacle should that be tabled at a FISO World Congress. 

 
2.6.2.​ The following questions were raised: 

2.6.2.1.​ Members asked whether, if integration with UIPM 
proceeds, all forms of OCR and Ninja (including the full 
breadth of the sport and major event formats) would fall 
under the international governance structure, or whether 
this would be limited to specific disciplines such as 100m 
or 3K. 

2.6.2.1.1.​ Response: It was confirmed that British Obstacle 
Sports’ position is that OCR and Ninja must be 
represented in their full breadth, and that any 
international federation governing these sports 
must recognise and protect all formats and 
disciplines. This remains a key point for ongoing 
discussions with UIPM. 



2.6.2.2.​ Members asked what the benefits are for OCR and Ninja 
in integrating with UIPM, given that UIPM already includes 
other sports that retain their own international and 
national governing bodies. 

2.6.2.2.1.​ Response: It was explained that the potential 
benefits relate to UIPM being an established, 
professional Olympic-family organisation with paid 
staff, governance infrastructure, and international 
influence. Integration under the stated protections 
could significantly accelerate development, 
stability, and global alignment compared with 
remaining within a volunteer-only international 
structure. 

2.6.2.3.​ A question was raised about whether, if integration 
progresses in the future, athletes and coaches would be 
required to hold Pentathlon GB membership rather than 
British Obstacle Sports membership. 

2.6.2.3.1.​ Response: It was confirmed that this resolution 
does not enact integration and does not change 
any current national arrangements. Any future 
implications for membership would be subject to 
further discussion and a separate member vote. 

2.6.2.4.​ Members raised concerns about the risks associated with 
Olympic status, noting that UIPM’s inclusion in future 
Olympic Games is not guaranteed. 

2.6.2.4.1.​ Response: It was confirmed that Olympic inclusion 
is not the primary driver for this work, while 
acknowledging the potential issues this may 
present. The focus is on securing a stable and 
credible international federation. Any final 
integration decision would be taken with full 
consideration of the risks and would be subject to 
a further member vote. 

2.6.2.5.​ Members asked what impact international integration 
would have on safeguarding, insurance, anti-doping, 
and other existing policies. 

2.6.2.5.1.​ Response: It was confirmed that this resolution 
does not change any current policies or 
arrangements. British Obstacle Sports’ 
safeguarding, insurance, and anti-doping 
frameworks remain in place regardless of the 
outcome of international discussions. 

2.6.2.6.​ A question was raised regarding UIPM’s previous 
communications, which were perceived as indicating a 
unilateral approach, and whether UIPM is now receptive 
to dialogue with the obstacle sports community. 



2.6.2.6.1.​ Response: It was confirmed that discussions are 
ongoing and that UIPM has been receptive to 
engagement. It was noted that differences in 
organisational structure and expectations have 
affected the pace of progress, and that UIPM 
continues to advance its own plans in parallel. 
Continued dialogue and advocacy are required 
to ensure the interests and identities of OCR and 
Ninja are properly represented. 

2.6.2.7.​ Members asked how any future OCR/Ninja 
representation on the UIPM Executive Board would be 
determined, and whether this would involve a 
democratic process. 

2.6.2.7.1.​ Response: It was acknowledged that this is an 
important consideration, and that representation 
should be appropriately representative. This will be 
raised as part of ongoing discussions as 
governance structures are explored. 

2.6.3.​ Results: 
2.6.3.1.​ Yes: 96.15% 
2.6.3.2.​ Abstentions: 3 

 
2.7.​ Resolution 5 - Re-elect James Burton as Chair of the British Obstacle 

Sports Board for a two-year term 
 

2.7.1.​ A question was raised regarding a potential conflict of interest 
arising from the Chair’s position on the Pentathlon GB Board, 
and how any conflicts would be managed if the Chair were 
re-elected. 

2.7.1.1.​ It was confirmed that conflicts of interest are declared in 
advance, and also against the meeting agenda at the 
start of each Board meeting. Where a conflict exists, the 
individual concerned is excluded from voting and may 
also be asked to leave the meeting if required by the rest 
of the Board. Oversight of declared conflicts is 
maintained through the Governance Committee and 
the Conflicts of Interest Register. 

2.7.2.​ No other questions were asked. 
2.7.3.​ Results: 

2.7.3.1.​ Yes: 96.84% 
2.7.3.2.​ Abstentions: 1 

 
2.8.​ Resolution 6 - Re-elect Shahedur Rohman to the British Obstacle Sports 

Board for a two-year term 
 

2.8.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 



2.8.2.​ Results: 
2.8.2.1.​ Yes: 96.62% 
2.8.2.2.​ Abstentions: 11 

 
2.9.​ Resolution 7 - Re-elect Oner Avara to the British Obstacle Sports Board 

for a two-year term 
2.9.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.9.2.​ Results: 

2.9.2.1.​ Yes: 95.89% 
2.9.2.2.​ Abstentions: 13 

 
2.10.​ Resolution 8 - Elect Bethany Lodge to the Ninja Sport Technical 

Committee as Chair for a two-year term 
2.10.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.10.2.​ Results: 

2.10.2.1.​ Yes: 99.35% 
2.10.2.2.​ Abstentions: 6 

 
2.11.​ Resolution 9 - Elect Laura Baskeyfield to the Ninja Sport Technical 

Committee as Vice-Chair for a two-year term 
2.11.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.11.2.​ Results: 

2.11.2.1.​ Yes: 98.64% 
2.11.2.2.​ Abstentions: 12 

 
2.12.​ Resolution 10 - Re-elect Henry Cookey to the Ninja Sport Technical 

Committee for a two-year term 
2.12.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.12.2.​ Results: 

2.12.2.1.​ Yes: 99.34% 
2.12.2.2.​ Abstentions: 7 

 
2.13.​ Resolution 11 - Elect Linsey Young to the Ninja Sport Technical 

Committee for a two-year term 
2.13.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.13.2.​ Results: 

2.13.2.1.​ Yes: 99.33% 
2.13.2.2.​ Abstentions: 9 

 
2.14.​ Resolution 12 - Re-elect Becky Neal to the OCR Technical Committee 

as Chair for a two-year term 
2.14.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.14.2.​ Results: 

2.14.2.1.​ Yes: 98.06% 
2.14.2.2.​ Abstentions: 4 

 



2.15.​ Resolution 13 - Re-elect Dave Peters to the OCR Technical Committee 
as Vice-Chair for a two-year term 

2.15.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.15.2.​ Results: 

2.15.2.1.​ Yes: 98.69% 
2.15.3.​ Abstentions: 6 

 
2.16.​ Resolution 14 - Elect Jamie Gane to the OCR Technical Committee for 

a two-year term 
2.16.1.​ No questions, comments or corrections were raised. 
2.16.2.​ Results: 

2.16.2.1.​ Yes: 98.03% 
2.16.2.2.​ Abstentions: 7 

 
3.​ Appointments  

3.1.​ The Board formally confirmed the re-appointment of Prof. Mike 
Loosemoore, MBE to our Board for a two-year term as an Independent 
Non-Executive Director. 
 

3.2.​ The Board formally confirmed the re-appointment of Ali Hay to our 
Board for a two-year term as an Independent Non-Executive Director. 
 

3.3.​ Succession planning was noted, with several individuals entering their 
third terms and the importance of identifying and encouraging future 
board members. 

 
4.​ Honorary Life Memberships 

 
4.1.​ The Board formally recognised Alan Moore, Dawn Jolleys and Wendy 

Brothers as Honorary Life Members of British Obstacle Sports. 
 

5.​ Adjournment 

5.1.​ The official business of the AGM was brought to a close by the Chair. 

 
6.​ Additional Business* 

 
6.1.​ British Obstacle Sports Volunteer of the Year 

6.1.1.​ Towergate Insurance were thanked for their partnership and 
support for the award. 

6.1.2.​ Tim Crangle was confirmed as the inaugural recipient of the 
award. His service was formally recognised by the Chair and 
acknowledged by all those in attendance. 

6.2.​ The following additional business was discussed: 
6.2.1.​ Strategic Plan & Achievements (James Burton)* 



6.2.2.​ National Team Progress (Becky Neal)* 
6.2.3.​ Progress update (James Burton)* 

 
 

7.​ Q&A* 

7.1.​ The AGM concluded with a Q&A. 

 

* Details available via YouTube recording: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4YZoNbdaHs  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4YZoNbdaHs

